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VIA Design to Serve as Architectural Firm for The Rockefeller 
 
COLUMBIA, SC – Donna M. Phaneuf, president of VIA design architects, pc, has been named to lead the redevelopment 
design of the old Navy YMCA, corner of Brooke Ave. and Boush St., in downtown Norfolk, Va. 
 
The 100-year old building was bought by US Development of Columbia, SC, late last year and named The Rockefeller in 
honor of John D. Rockefeller.  Rockefeller contributed the funds to build the structure in the early 1900s. 
 
Phaneuf, who also is chairperson of Norfolk’s Historic Architecture Preservation Committee, says, “To say I am honored to be 
a part of this historic restoration is far too understated.  I am elated.  I sincerely believe this undertaking will be a cornerstone, 
reinforcing Norfolk’s efforts to establish a strong preservation plan to ‘retain our heritage’ and current inventory of historic 
resources.” 
 
David Bryant, president of US Development, says, “Our company  is 
committed to historical landmark renovations and center-city 
properties in the Southeast.  My partners and I realize how vital a role 
a talented architect plays in the overall success of this undertaking.  
There was little question that Ms.  
Phaneuf was ideal to accomplish our vision for The Rockefeller.” 
 
Donna Phaneuf, AIA, is a cum laude graduate of architecture at 
Virginia Tech.  She began her career working with a firm in Basel, 
Switzerland, and has sharpened her skills with courses at Harvard 
Graduate School of Design.  Through Phaneuf’s leadership, her firm 
has won numerous awards, and she has become a pioneering 
influence in the area of urban/waterfront development.  
 
“Norfolk’s past has many stories to tell, and this preservation effort will 
be one for our future,” explains Phaneuf.  “That’s because it will be a 
model statement of how we measure success in the general plan 
called ‘plaNorfolk 2030.’ “ 
 
She continues: “First, we will have removed a significant structure from the endangered list.  Second, we will have prevented 
demolition and enhanced protection.  And third, we will have increased the public’s awareness of what is possible – and I call 
that education by example.” 
 
USD – headed by Bryant and Tom and Jeff Prioreschi – is among the few companies of its kind in the nation.  The firm’s 
business model consists of targeting historically significant buildings in central business districts of mid- to large-sized cities in 
the Southeast.  The company then develops these structures into mixed-use residential, market-rate apartments and 
commercial properties. 
  
Although in the early planning stages, Bryant and Prioreschis say their initial plans call for a self-contained development within 
a development.  The Rockefeller will spotlight gracious apartment homes with modern amenities.  There are plans for retail 
shops and boutiques on the street level. 
 
Pre-development plans are well underway. Construction is slated to begin the third quarter of 2010. 
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